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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

April 22, 2015 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jim Koller, Shirley Patterson, Tom Henderson, John Parker, Gary Smith, Kitty Dickerson, Earl 
Wilson, Patsy Higgins, Doris Littrell, Libby Miedenhoff, Ken Hutchinson, Don Nicholson, Barbara Harris, Mary Anne 
McCollum, Sandy Taylor, Doris Littrell, G. B. Thompson. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Jim Koller, President. 
 
GUESTS:  Kay Barbee, Brian Millner 
 
MINUTES: The minutes of the MURA meeting January 14, 2015—Motion to approve by Doris Littrell, seconded by Earl 
Wilson.  Passed. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER:   Mr. Brian Millner, Special Assistant to Chancellor Loftin 

Topic: Flagship Fast Five 
 

Mr. Millner thanked the MURA Board for the opportunity to speak at the meeting. 

• His job has a focus on government, community relations and how we can improve the footprint of MU 
1) Lobbying efforts are accomplished through the University of Missouri system.  There is an effort to ensure 

equity among the 4 campuses.  He will soon meet the mayors of Kansas City and St. Louis and other cities in 
the state. 

2) His role with MURA will be to interact with MURA about anything that will impact the organization. 
3) Unofficially, he will provide assistance to the Flagship Council and how we can provide advocacy for MU.  He 

has been working with Rachel Anderson (Director of the Flagship Council) to more quickly inform Council of 
pending legislation and budget.  Information will be regularly sent with five bullet points to create 
awareness in timely fashion.  A newsletter will be sent weekly during the legislative session. 

4) He is the legislative liaison for the system and works with all campuses. 
5) He will have an office on the second floor of Jesse beginning in June 2015. 

 
Questions and discussion followed the presentation. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Koller informed the board that Nan Erickson’s husband’s health is poor.  The Board expressed 
concern and regards to the family. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT:   Earl Wilson (see reports) 

We are on track to break even at the end of the year.  Wilson has moved the excess cash balance to the lifetime member 
reserve investments.  The amended Articles of Incorporation were approved at the Annual MURA business meeting.  
Wilson has sent this to the Secretary of State office and it was approved quickly.  The Board approved a table at the 
Chancellor’s Luncheon and he will send a check for this. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

AWARDS:  Sandy Taylor reporting 

• There is a cash stipend of $1000 for the award 
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• There are two recipients:   

o Faculty is George Kennedy from the Journalism School 

o Staff is Susan Turner from the Medical Center 

• Others who were nominated will be carried forward for next year 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:   Barbara Harris  

Harris reported that she now has additional help.  She has met with Tom Henderson, Ginny Booker, Sandy Stegall and 

Mary Anne McCollum and the duties of the Communication Committee will be divided up.  This should improve all 

aspects of the work.  Henderson is talking with others for additional support for the website and the newsletters. 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:  John Parker reported. 

• Breakfasts continue to be popular.  There were 105 at the last one when President Wolfe spoke.  At the next 
meeting April 28 there will be a lecture and music from Julia Gaines of the School of Music. 

• MURA is going to team up with the School of Music to sponsor programs at the lake and plans to do one in 
October on music appreciation. 

• There will also be an “evening with Cole Porter” that will be a fund raiser for the School of Music 

• Parker indicated that he is changing his thinking a bit about whether MURA should be a sponsor for other 
groups.  He is thinking maybe 5 or 6 members of the Board would need to make the decision when a request is 
made.  Koller mentioned that there are a number of requests to use the MURA membership for projects 
(research).  Smith suggested that the word, “sponsor,” may not be a good word choice.  If the organization just 
disseminates information about events that is one thing, but if the support is for making a profit, that is another 
issue.  Higgins suggested that anyone making a request to the Board make it in writing.  Smith moved and Littrell 
seconded that the Executive Committee of the Board handle this issue.  Parker will write guidelines for review. 

 
FINANCE:  Earl Wilson reporting 

• The Committee has not met in the past three months. 
 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS:  Mary Anne McCullom 

• 3500 invitations were sent for the Chancellor’s Luncheon.  They should be received by next week. 

• The University system sends out updates weekly. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Dick Otto (report by email below) 

I apologize that I will miss this meeting as it conflicts with the board meeting for the Boone County Historical 

Society.  Since I am the President of the BCHS I really need to attend that meeting.  Membership renewals continue to 

come in spurts particularly after a newsletter is sent out.  We currently have 682 life members and 136 annual members 

that have paid for 2015 and beyond!  There are 42 that have lapsed memberships for 2014.  However, I will be sending 

e-mails out reminding them that they are past due and I am sure we will get some renewals from this group.   

Just a reminder, “ALL MURA MEMBERS ARE PART OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE.”   The online membership form 

may be found at: http://mura-missouri.com/wp content/uploads/sites/74/2013/11/MURAMembershipAppp.pdf       

Please save this as one of your favorites and also send it out to your friends that are NOT currently members of 

MURA.   The MURA website is http://mura-missouri.com/      

 
 

http://mura-missouri.com/wp%20content/uploads/sites/74/2013/11/MURAMembershipAppp.pdf
http://mura-missouri.com/
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PROGRAM:  Tom Henderson reported.   

• Henderson encouraged everyone to sign up for the picnic.  At this time there are 46 .  This is the last program of 
the year. 

• He has turned the programs over to Kitty Dickerson for the next year. 

• Dates for the Board meetings have been set for next year.  The next meeting is July 15 at Reynolds.  At this time 
the new officers will begin their terms. 

• A letter explaining the email policy was given to the Board (see attached) and Henderson will report on this at 
the all campus meeting. 

• There are preliminary results of the retiree survey. 

• The 25th anniversary of MURA is in 2015 so there may be some special events.  We are planning to advertise the 
celebration in the local paper. 

RETIREMENT, HEALTH, BENEFITS:     Doris Littrell (see attached report) 
 
UNIVERSITY LIAISON/ADMINISTRATION:  Tom Henderson reported for Terry Barnes  

• There is a meeting of the 4 campus retiree groups on April 29 
 
PAST PRESIDENTS:  Gary Smith and Ken Hutchinson 

• The group met two weeks ago. 

• Attention was focused on the post-retirement medical program and options for retirees 

• The system will probably make critical decisions this fall of 2015 

• If MURA wants an impact on this, that will need to be done soon 

• It was suggested that The University Medical Retiree Committee be formed and Co-Chaired by Bob Churchill and 
Rose Porter.  This will be a watchdog committee.  Doris Littrell will be on the committee.  We want to make sure 
that MURA communicates with the membership regarding this issue. 

• Smith moved and Wilson seconded that a committee be formed to review the post-retirement medical options.  
The motion passed. 

 
EX-OFFICIO, AD HOC, AND OTHER SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE: Don Nicholson 

• Catalog should be online April 23 and in the mail the week of April 27 

• OSHER is advertising for an Executive Director at this time 

• Annual meeting and a picnic at Water’s Moss on Hillcrest is May 21 (off Old 63 between Stadium and Nifong) 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

• Upcoming events: 
o May 13, MURA annual picnic 
o May 22, Chancellor Luncheon 

 
Meeting adjourned 3:55 PM. 
 
Next meeting of the Board is July 15, 2015 at 2:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Patterson, MURA Secretary 
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MURA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
AGENDA 

 
307 B Housh Conference room 

3rd Floor Alumni Center, Wednesday, April 22, 2015, 2:00 PM 
 

Call to order/ Approval of Agenda/ Introductions 
 
Approval of Minutes from Business Meeting January 14, 2015 
 
Announcements 
 
President’s Report: Jim Koller 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Earl Wilson 
 
Guest Speaker:  Mr. Brian Millner, Special Assistant to Chancellor Loftin 

Topic: Flagship Fast Five 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Awards       Sandy Taylor 
Communications      Barb Harris 
Education       John Parker 
Finance        Earl Wilson 
Governmental Affairs      Mary Ann McCollum 
Membership       Dick Otto 
Nominating       Ken Hutchinson 
Ombudsman       Patsy Higgins 
Program       Tom Henderson 
Retirement, Health, Benefits    Doris Littrell 
UM Liaison/Administration     Terry Barnes 
Past Presidents      Gary Smith 
Board Secretary      Shirley Patterson 
 
Ex-Officio, Ad Hoc and Other Special Committee Reports  
 
Audit/ Report       Libby Miederhoff 
Faculty Council      Don Sievert 
Historian       G.B. Thompson 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute    Don Nicholson 
Staff Council       Phil Shocklee 
University Retiree Benefits     Bob Stewart 
 
Old Business 
 
New Business 

 



MURA minutes, April 22, 2015 Page 5 
 

 

MURA Treasurer’s Report 

April 22, 2015, Board Meeting 

 

 
As reflected by the attached financial statement for the fiscal year to date through 

April 21, 2015, compared with the prior full fiscal year, MURA’s fiscal condition 

continues to be sound, with expenditures approximately equal to cash receipts. 

 

As approved by the Board at the July 2014 meeting, excess cash balance of $5,000 

was transferred to the lifetime members reserve investment account. The 

investment account balance as of April 21, 2015, was $83,143.43. 

 

In my role as MURA/s current registered agent with the Missouri Secretary of 

State, I prepared and submitted an Articles of Amendment package to obtain 

official approval of the amendment to MURA’s Articles of Incorporation (also 

referred to as the MURA Constitution) that was approved by the membership at the 

recent annual business meeting. Approval of the Secretary of State was received on 

April 17. 
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